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Conclusions 

•  Results of the four analyses suggest cancer clustering in the 
eastern/northeastern portion of Sandusky County, extending 
into southeastern Ottawa County.  The probability of observing 
these clusters due to chance alone was low. 

• 95% Statistical probability that cancer 
spike was related to external source 

CHILDHOOD CANCER IN EASTERN SANDUSKY COUNTY, 1996-2010: A PROFILE OF 21 CASES, Sandusky County Health 
Department And Comprehensive Cancer Control Program Bureau of Health Promotion and Risk Reduction Ohio Department of 
Health  
FINAL REPORT May 26, 2011  



What is the 
source? 



  Motives of Our Clients in Filing a Lawsuit 



Time Line 



What Ohio EPA Did.  

CHILDHOOD CANCER IN EASTERN SANDUSKY COUNTY, 1996-2010: A PROFILE OF 21 CASES, Sandusky County Health Department And 
Comprehensive Cancer Control Program Bureau of Health Promotion and Risk Reduction Ohio Department of Health  
FINAL REPORT May 26, 2011, p. 24. 



Families said no way and US EPA 
Got Involved 
 Ohio EPA Only Designated Four 

Dumping Sites Related to Whirlpool 



Additional Sites Evaluated 



Recent Developments 



September 28, 2012 Site 
Assessment Report for Whirlpool 

Park Site 

Released on US EPA Webpage on October 26, 2012. 
http://www.epa.gov/region5/cleanup/easternsandusky/pdfs/whirlpool_sa_report.pdf.  



EPA Findings From Whirlpool Park 
– September 28, 2012 

  9.5 foot layer of mottled grayish-black 
sludge with petroleum odor - p. 4. 



EPA Findings From Whirlpool Park 
– September 28, 2012 

  2.5 feet of black sludge fill material- p. 3. 



EPA Findings From Whirlpool Park 
– September 28, 2012 

  Analytical results for all 
subsurface soil samples 
indicated that PCBs and 
total metals were 
present in the 
subsurface soils at 
levels exceeding the 
U.S. EPA RSLs for 
residential properties 
and exceeding the U.S 
EPA requirements for 
PCB spill cleanup. P. 6. 



 EPA Findings from Whirlpool 
 Manufacturing Site 



EPA Findings from Whirlpool 
Manufacturing Site 

-PCBs detected about 
its respective U.S. EPA 
Regional Screening 
Level 
-Arsenic detected 
above EPA RSL 
-Dichloromethane 
detected above EPA 
RSL 



EPA Required Nothing!! 



C.  EPA Findings From 
 Golembiowski Dump Site – 
 June 29, 2012. 



EPA Findings From Golembiowski 
Dump Site – June 29, 2012, p. 
11 
  “Soil sample results 

indicated that 
arsenic was present 
above the RSL in all 
of the soil samples.” 



EPA Findings From Golembiowski 
Dump Site – June 29, 2012, p. 
12 
  “Boron was 

detected at a 
concentration of 2.3 
mg/L.”  



EPA Required Nothing!! 



D.  EPA Findings From Clyde City 
 Dump Site – June 29, 2012. 



EPA Findings From Clyde City 
Dump Site – June 29, 2012, pp. 
10-11. 
Soil and ground water samples 
show levels above the EPA 
Screening Level for: 

1.  Arsenic 
2.  PCBs 
3.  Boron 
4.  Antimony 
5.  Cadmium 
6.  Cobalt 
7.  Iron 
8.  Lead 
9.  Manganese 



EPA Required Nothing!! 



What Information Whirlpool is 
disseminating 

Samples from 
Whirlpool Clyde 
Facilities Showed no 
contamination 



Removal Action not Warranted 



  EPA Findings from Whirlpool 
 Manufacturing Site 



Whirlpool Changed Its Webpage 

Contaminate (no 
mention of 
PCBs) 



EPA Findings From Whirlpool Park 
– September 28, 2012 

  9.5 foot layer of mottled grayish-black 
sludge with petroleum odor - p. 4. 



 Why are these findings 
 significant? 



Why are these findings 
significant? 



Why are these findings 
significant? 



Why does this cause concern? 

 Could be a common 
source for the cluster: 

 “A pregnant woman 
can pass these 
chemicals to her 
unborn child.” 

http://nlquery.epa.gov/epasearch/epasearch?querytext=PCP
+fetus&fld=&areaname=&areacontacts=&areasearchurl=&typeofsearch=epa&result_template=epafiles_default.xs
l&filter=sample4filt.hts 
http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/factsheets/polychlorinatedbiphenyls.htm 
www.fdlco.wi.gov/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=675 



Other dump sites cause same 
concerns. 



Leach Dump 



Leach Dump 



EPA Findings From Golembiowski 
Dump Site – June 29, 2012, p. 
12 
  “Boron was 

detected at a 
concentration of 2.3 
mg/L.”  



Ex. 6 - PrivacyNonresponsive



Ex. 6 - PrivacyNonresponsive



Ex. 6 - PrivacyNonresponsive



Ex. 6 - PrivacyNonresponsive



Ex. 6 - PrivacyNonresponsive



Ex. 6 - PrivacyNonresponsive



Ex. 6 - PrivacyNonresponsive



Nonresponsive



INTERESTING DISCOVERY  

FOUND BARRELS OF PTFE  



BARRELS 



Barrel 



PTFE (Polytetrafluoroethylene) 

PTFE 



PTFE 



EPA Findings From Golembiowski 
Dump Site – June 29, 2012, p. 
12 
  “Boron was 

detected at a 
concentration of 2.3 
mg/L.”  



PTFE 



BENZALDEHYDE WAS FOUND 
IN ATTIC DUST TESTING 



BENZALDEHYDE IS A 
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE AS 
DEFINED BY EPA 



BENZALDEHYDE SUSPECTED 
CARCINOGEN 



BENZALDEHYDE SUSPECTED 
CARCINOGEN 







BENZALDEHYDE IS FIRST 
SUBSTANCE OF COMMONALITY 
AMONGST THE CHILDREN 



WHY 
RELEASE 
RESULTS 
NOW? 



EPA RESPONSE 



URGENCY 
1.  CLIENTS WANT TO CLEAN ATTICS 
2.  WHIRLPOOL DESERVED A CHANCE 

TO TEST BEFORE THE CLEANING 
SO WE NEEDED TO FILE THE 
LAWSUIT. 

3.  REJECTED IT 
4.  THEN ATTICS CAN BE CLEANED 
5.  INVITE WHIRLPOOL TO PAY FOR 

CLEAN UP 





http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/
ipcsneng/neng0102.htm 
 Personal protection: filter respirator for 

organic gases and vapors. Collect 
leaking liquid in sealable containers. 
Absorb remaining liquid in sand or inert 
absorbent and remove to safe place. Do 
NOT let this chemical enter the 
environment. 



5,000 ppm for child and 70,000 
ppm for an adult in residential 

soils. 
7,800 ppm for residential soils 
and 100,000 ppm for industrial 

soils 



BENZALDEHYDE WAS FOUND 
IN ATTICS IN VERY HIGH 
AMOUNTS (1,290,000 and 
6,220,000 ppb or 129,000 and 
622,000 ppm) 



Whirlpool Claims Not Used in 
Core Process.  What About 
Cleaning and Lubrication 
Process? 
 ChemKleen? 
  Finishing Tech, Inc. Multan F747? 
 Dow Frost? 



Stigma Associated with Hazardous Waste Sites  
and Diminution of Property Value 



Decreased Property Values Associated with Hazardous 
Sites 

  Peer-reviewed technical literature documents how property values 
relate to environmental factors such as proximity to hazardous 
waste sites. 

  Stigma associated with perception of risk and proximity to 
hazardous waste sites, or other negative environmental factors, is 
known to adversely impact property values and enjoyment of 
property. 



Farley Home 



TESTING RESULTS POTENTIALLY DEVASTATING 
TO PROPERTY OWNERS IN EASTERN SANDUSKY  



Need a Hazmat Team To Clean 
Your Attic 



Testing Costs Around $3,000 



Evidence of Stigma from Public Comments on News Articles 
Barbra Buskirk Sherwood · Ohio University 
Yes, only about 5 miles from my parents and 
our soon to be home...scary! 
November 14, 2012 at 8:28am 

Whitney Hayes Carter 
It has been going on for years Clyde......Im 
shocked people are still living there. So sad! There 
are alot of rare cancer cases in Tiffin too........I will 
not drink the water when we go home :( Its awful 
November 14, 2012 at 8:11am 

Bud Shaull · Cook/Waiter at Track's End 
I Hope They All Goto Jail And Pay For 
It....Whirlpool Ruined My Life And Killed My 
Mother Plus Tons Of Other People And 
Children. 
November 15, 2012 at 4:32am 

Stephanie Saunders Grover · Fremont Vfw 
What this article has failed to mention is this is only 
one of many dump sites like this! There have been 
at least 2 others in clyde already...have you never 
noticed the large fenced in wooded area on 
213 ( right before 236) and one other on 236 that I 
personally watched them take thousands on tons of 
contaminated dirt off the property along without 
50gal drums rusted from being burried for 40 
years!! But I can bet noone will here about 
that..since whirlpool required gag orders on the 
families who lived on the properties!! 
November 15, 2012 at 9:15am 

Shane Johnson 
My family has been working at Whirlpool for 
decades, and I was once a security guard at the 
main plant, as well as at Whirlpool Park for a few 
months... I think it's incredibly callous and 
downright criminally negligent for Whirlpool to 
cover this up... I'm sure they will place the blame 
on one person, and claim they had no knowledge 
of the dumping... God only knows what nasty 
things are coursing through my veins now, and 
what I may have passed on to my children... 
Justice needs to be done, and swiftly!  
November 14, 2012 at 2:37pm 



People say we want to make 
Clyde a Ghost Town (Fort Smith, 
Arkansas) 



Whirlpool, which closed its Fort Smith refrigerator plant in June 2012 
and moved work to Mexico, trichloroethylene, a known carcinogen, 
leaked into groundwater at the plant site, then into a neighborhood 
to the north. Whirlpool used the chemical as a solvent from the late 
1960s to the early 1980s. 



  FORT SMITH, Arkansas — A collection 
of homeowners and landlords have filed 
lawsuits targeting the Whirlpool Corp., 
worried that their property values have 
suffered because a degreasing solvent 
used at a recently shuttered plant leaked 
near a neighborhood more than a 
generation ago. 



www.cancerclusterclyde.com 




